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Purpose  
Under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015, states (and districts) are required to assess 
the English proficiency of students within 30 calendar days of initial enrollment, or 14 calendar 
days if enrolled during the school year, when parents identify that there is another language, 
other than English, in the home on the Home Language Survey that is completed during initial 
registration. 

The following laws, policies, and regulations apply to the WIDA Screener placement test: 

• ESSA Section 1112 (e)(3) Language Instruction. (A) and (B). 

• NAC 388.625 Assessment of pupil’s proficiency in English. 

• NRS 388.407 Board of trustees required to develop policy for instruction to teach English. 

WIDA Screener Checklist 
Prior to Test Administration 
• Attend a face-to-face training session.  Visit ELMS at learn.ccsd.net for session information. 
• Complete the Screener Online and/or Paper certification 

modules and quizzes for your grade band(s) (e.g., 
kindergarten W-APT, 1-5, and/or 6-12) on the wida.wisc.edu 
Web site.  
o Navigate to wida.wisc.edu > Select login > Select WIDA 

Secure Portal. If you do not have an account, please 
contact Suraya Hurtado via Gmail to obtain an account. 

o Select WIDA Screener Online or Paper > Select the WIDA Screener Training Course > 
Complete the quizzes and modules. 

 
 
 
        

 
o Grades 1-5 and 6-12:  A score of 80 percent or better on both the speaking and writing 

quizzes is a requirement for certification. Kindergarten:  View the webinar; there is no quiz. 
• E-mail a screenshot of the certification to Suraya Hurtado via Gmail. Go to My Account and 

Secure Portal > Click on My Training Certificate. 
• Prepare test materials:  
 Kindergarten W-APT Paper (1-12) Online (1-12) 

Download and 
print from 
wida.wisc.edu 

- Test Administrator Manual (TAM) 
- Picture Cue Booklets for Writing, 
Reading, and Listening/Speaking 
- Summary Score Sheet 
- Score Sheet for 
Listening/Speaking and 
Reading/Writing 
- Script for Listening/Speaking and 
Reading/Writing 

- Paper Test 
Administration 
Manual (TAM) 
- Test Administrator’s 
Script 
- Test Booklets 
 

- Online Test 
Administration 
Manual (TAM) 

Order from  
wceps.org/Store 
 

 - Student Response 
Booklet 
- USB Drive with 
Speaking/Listening 
audio 

 

https://www2.ed.gov/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NAC/NAC-388.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-388.html#NRS388Sec407
https://ccsd.sumtotal.host/core/dash/home
https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.wceps.org/Store
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Download and 
print from 
www.wida-ams.us 

  - Test Tickets 
- Student Test 
Rosters 

Other   - Student Headsets 
• Pull the Pending Assessment report to identify eligible students. This should be done regularly 

throughout the school year. If a student appears on the Pending Assessment report, but has 
English marked for all three areas, contact Christine Mamaradlo-Rodriguez or Heath Horvat 
in Assessment at (702) 799-1041, Ext. 5362 or 5280, or via Gmail. 

Pulling the Pending Assessment Report 
• Log in to Infinite Campus > Select Index tab > Click on Data Export. 
• Open the folder containing the queries for principals, assistant principals, or counselors. 
• Select the ad hoc filter student SPECPRO-Pending Assessment Students. 
• Click the radio button for Delimited values (CSV).  

• Click Export to save the report. 
• Check each student’s start date and schedule testing within the appropriate timelines. 

 
 

• Verify student eligibility by printing the Home Language Survey in Infinite Campus. Parents 
answer three questions on the Demographics page during enrollment: 
o What is the student’s first language? 
o What is the language spoken at home? 
o What language does the student speak with his/her friends? 

• If the answer to any of the above questions is a language other than English, the student 
qualifies for testing.  

Confirming Home Languages in Infinite Campus 
• From the index tab, select Census > select People. 
• Enter the student’s name in the search field and click Go. 
• Verify the student has a language other than English in at least one of the three Home 

Language Survey fields. 
 

https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
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During Test Administration 
• Contact the Assessment Department at (702) 799-1041, option 2, to schedule an Itinerant 

Tester to mentor and assist in giving the first few tests. 
• Administer the online, or paper screener, to the eligible students throughout the school year.  

o Students identified as Pending Assessment must be tested and parents must be notified 
of initial placement within the first 30 calendar days of school. 

o Students who enroll after the first 30 days of school must be tested within 14 days of 
enrollment. 

• Consult the Test Administration Manual as needed to ensure you are following the testing 
protocols for online or paper administration. 

After Test Administration 
• Score the assessment using online Educator Scoring or paper student booklets, to identify 

students who qualify for English learner (EL) services. 

WIDA Screener, Grades 1-12 

Overall score of 4.5 or higher (not EL) Overall score of 1 to 4.4 (identified as EL) 

 

W-APT Kindergarten Placement Test 

First semester:  listening and speaking only 
Level 3= raw score of 29-30 (not EL) 
Level 2= raw score of 14-28 (identified as EL) 
Level 1= raw score of 1-13 (identified as EL) 

Second semester:  listening, speaking, 
reading and writing 
Level 3= raw score of 59-63 (not EL) 
Level 2= raw score of 29-58 (identified as EL) 
Level 1= raw score of 1-28 (identified as EL) 

• Generate and print a student score report to be filed in the student cumulative folder: 
o Paper administration:  Go to wida.wisc.edu > Speaking training module > WIDA 

Online Scoring Calculator. 
o Online administration:  Go to WIDA-AMS > Report Delivery > On-Demand Reports. 

• Enter all students’ test results into the WIDA Screener Data Form via Google Forms at 
bit.ly/ScreenerData. Contact the Assessment Department at (702) 799-1041, option 2, to 
address any questions. 

WIDA Screener Data Form 
• Go to bit.ly/ScreenerData. 
• Input the demographic and score information into the WIDA Screener Data Form. The 

https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
http://bit.ly/ScreenerData
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesRK9LalSQNSk2aVS96aaf_DGOCIt2qvQ3PDNSIRR7AObR8A/viewform
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resulting data will be validated and uploaded into Infinite Campus. 
o W-APT scores:  enter the same score for Proficiency Only, Literacy, and Overall. 

• Send the parent initial identification letter home if the student qualifies for English learner (EL) 
services found at bit.ly/WIDAParentLetters. Letters should be sent home the same day the 
student was tested. 

• File the documents in the student’s cumulative folder: 
o Student response booklet. 
o Parent initial identification letter. 
o Home language survey. 
o Score report (from the score calculator). 
o Student test protocol (the answer document). 

Families with questions about WIDA Screener testing may be referred to Christine Mamaradlo-
Rodriguez or Heath Horvat in Assessment at (702) 799-1041, Ext. 5362 or 5280.  
 
Families with questions about ELL services should contact the ELL Department at (702) 799-2137. 

Testing Calendar 
Screener testing begins on the first day of school and continues until the last day of that school 
year.  
  

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1bi_D2x1zFJnHxYLOqs3Dn-E3ewYNoghs
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Appendix A - 2019-2020 Balanced Assessment System Framework 
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Appendix B - WIDA Screener Professional Learning Calendar 
PROFESSIONAL 

LEARNING DATE TIME LOCATION KEYWORDS 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS 

WIDA Screener 
and Kindergarten 

W-APT Webinar 
August 1, 2019 On-demand ELMS Digital 

Module 
Screener 

Elementary 

WIDA Screener 
and Kindergarten 

W-APT 

September 19, 2019 
October 8, 2019   

November 13, 2019 
December 18, 2019 

January 7, 2020     
March 17, 2020            
May 13, 2020 

8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Nedra Joyce 
Building                    

Screener 
Elementary 

WIDA Screener for 
Secondary Schools 

September 19, 2019 
October 8, 2019   

November 13, 2019 
December 18, 2019 

January 7, 2020     
March 17, 2020            
May 13, 2020 

12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

Nedra Joyce 
Building 

Screener 
Secondary 

*Please sign up for classes using ELMS. 
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